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Once upon a time at Meow Meow Temple, the Abbot proclaimed 
a holiday week. This was big news, since the Abbot always worked 
the cat monks very hard, making them sit zazen day and night.

Can you relate?



The Temple Gardener 
didn’t want to miss any 
of  the fun, so he called 
together all the 
monkeys that lived on 
the temple grounds and 
said: 

“Oh, monkeys, this 
park is a great blessing 
to you. I want to take a 
week’s holiday, but our 
young trees need 
watering. Will you 
water the saplings while 
I am away?”

Hmm. Is this a good idea?



“Gladly!” the monkeys agreed. So the gardener gave them bottles 
to hold and carry water, and then he left on his holiday.

What could go wrong?



In the middle of  the week, the chief  of  the monkeys called his 
troop together and told them to fill the bottles with water.

Solid plan, so far…



Then the chief  
monkey said: 

“We must water the 
trees according to 
their needs. If  they 
have long roots, they 
need lots of  water. If  
they have short roots, 
they need just a little. 
You must pull up the 
trees to see how long 
to see how long their 
roots are before you 
water them.”

Wait. Does that make sense?



So some of  the monkeys pulled up the young trees, and others 
poured water on them. Of  course, the sudden shock of  being 
uprooted caused the young trees to wither and die.

Did the monkeys mean 
any harm? 

Should the monkeys have 
known better? 

How deep are the roots of 
trees, usually?



The Abbot happened to be passing by on his way to the fair, and he 
discovered what the monkeys were doing. He stopped and said, 
“Who told you to do that?”

Uh-oh. 

Have you ever made a 
mistake that seemed 
obvious later, but at the 
time you just didn’t know 
better? 

How did it make you feel?



“Why, our chief  told us,” the monkeys 
replied. The Abbot sent for the chief  of  the 
monkeys, thinking to himself: 

“If  he was chosen as the chief, 
The others must be dumb beyond belief !” 

The monkey chief  came before the abbot, 
trembling. The Abbot demanded: “Why did 
you tell your troop of  monkeys to pull up 
the young trees in the park?”

The Abbot looks mad. Is it 
okay to express feelings? 

What about when you’re the 
abbot? Is it okay to express 
feelings then?



The monkey replied, “Don’t be angry, oh Abbot! The gardener 
told us to water the saplings during his holiday. If  we do not know 
the length of  their roots, how can we tell how much water to give 
them? Why blame us, sir, for doing our best to carry out the 
gardener’s wishes?” 

The Abbot said to the monkey: “I do not blame you, friend, or 
any other creature in this park. But I do know whom to blame.”

Is it necessary to 
blame anybody?

Who would you 
blame?



When the gardener returned from his holiday, the Abbot 
showed him all the dead trees in the park. Then he said to him: 

When you are responsible, 
The job is up to you, 
And if  you give that job to others, 
You’re to blame for what they do.

Should the Abbot punish 
the Head Gardener in 
some way? How? 

Is it better to forgive? 

Is it possible that the 
Abbot is responsible for 
this mess? 

Should the Abbot accept 
more responsibility?



The End

Did anyone learn anything 
today?  

What are some things that in 
our lives that we need to take 
responsibility for?
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